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Importance Importance 

of the Studyof the Study



What Difference does it Make?What Difference does it Make?

�� If preIf pre--tribtrib view is trueview is true……

�� People who believe otherwise will be needlessly concernedPeople who believe otherwise will be needlessly concerned

�� If midIf mid--tribtrib, post, post--tribtrib, or pre, or pre--wrath view is truewrath view is true……

�� People who believe otherwise will be caught by surprisePeople who believe otherwise will be caught by surprise

�� We desire to properly understand GodWe desire to properly understand God’’s Words Word

�� Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 

the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; 

for the time is near. for the time is near. ((Revelation 1:3Revelation 1:3))



Key Elements Key Elements 

of the Raptureof the Rapture



Key Elements Key Elements –– RaptureRapture
1313 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who who 

are asleep, so are asleep, so that you will not grievethat you will not grieve as do the rest who have no as do the rest who have no 
hopehope……1515 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive and remain until are alive and remain until the coming of the Lordthe coming of the Lord, will not precede , will not precede 
those who have fallen asleep.  those who have fallen asleep.  1616 For the Lord Himself will descend For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the with the 
trumpet of Godtrumpet of God, and , and the dead in Christ will risethe dead in Christ will rise first.  first.  1717 Then Then we who we who 
are alive and remain will be caught upare alive and remain will be caught up together with them together with them in the in the 
clouds to meet the Lordclouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the in the air, and so we shall always be with the 
Lord.  Lord.  1818 Therefore Therefore comfortcomfort one another with these words.                  one another with these words.                  
((1 Thessalonians 4:13 1 Thessalonians 4:13 -- 1818))
�� Comfort and hope for believers (vv.13, 18)Comfort and hope for believers (vv.13, 18)

�� Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord”” (v.15)(v.15)

�� Trumpet sounds (v.16)Trumpet sounds (v.16)

�� Resurrection of dead believers (v.16)Resurrection of dead believers (v.16)

�� Those who are left alive will be Those who are left alive will be rapturedraptured (v.17)(v.17)

�� Jesus will be Jesus will be ““in the cloudsin the clouds”” (v.17)(v.17)



Key Elements Key Elements –– RaptureRapture
2222 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made aliveall will be made alive.. 2323 But But 

each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that thoseeach in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are who are 
Christ's Christ's at His comingat His coming…… 5151 Behold, I tell you a mystery; Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all we will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changedsleep, but we will all be changed,  ,  5252 in a moment, in the twinkling of in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet; for an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will soundthe trumpet will sound, and , and the dead the dead 
will be raised imperishablewill be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  , and we will be changed.  5353 For this For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must puperishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on t on 
immortalityimmortality……5757 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  through our Lord Jesus Christ.  5858 Therefore, my beloved brethren, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lordsteadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, , 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.              knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.              
((1 Corinthians 15:221 Corinthians 15:22--23, 5123, 51--53, 5753, 57--5858))
�� Comfort and hope for believers (v.58)Comfort and hope for believers (v.58)

�� Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord”” (v.23)(v.23)

�� Trumpet sounds (v.52)Trumpet sounds (v.52)

�� Resurrection of dead believers (v.22, 52)Resurrection of dead believers (v.22, 52)

�� Those who are left alive will be Those who are left alive will be rapturedraptured (v.51)(v.51)



Key Elements Key Elements –– RaptureRapture

Now we request you, brethren, with regard Now we request you, brethren, with regard 

to to the coming of our Lordthe coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ and 

our gathering together to Himour gathering together to Him

((2 Thessalonians 2:12 Thessalonians 2:1))

�� Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord””

�� Pertains to believers being Pertains to believers being ““gathered together gathered together 

with Himwith Him””



Key Elements Key Elements –– RaptureRapture

1.1. Comfort and hope for believersComfort and hope for believers

2.2. Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord””

3.3. Trumpet soundsTrumpet sounds

4.4. Resurrection of dead believers Resurrection of dead believers 

5.5. Those who are left alive will be Those who are left alive will be rapturedraptured

6.6. Jesus will be Jesus will be ““in the cloudsin the clouds””

7.7. Pertains to believers being Pertains to believers being ““gathered together gathered together 
with Himwith Him””



Key Elements Key Elements 

of the Day of the Lordof the Day of the Lord



Key Elements Key Elements –– Day of the LordDay of the Lord
2:12:1 Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy 

mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the 
day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near,  day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near,  22 A day of A day of 
darkness and gloomdarkness and gloom, A , A day of cloudsday of clouds and thick and thick 
darkness...There has never been anything like it, Nor will darkness...There has never been anything like it, Nor will 
there be again after it To the years of many generationsthere be again after it To the years of many generations……1111

The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And 
who can endure it?who can endure it?... ... 3131 ""The sun will be turned into darkness The sun will be turned into darkness 
And the moon into bloodAnd the moon into blood Before the great and awesome day of Before the great and awesome day of 
the LORD comesthe LORD comes……1515 The sun and moon grow dark And the The sun and moon grow dark And the 
stars lose their brightnessstars lose their brightness. . ((Joel 2:1Joel 2:1--2, 11, 31, 3:152, 11, 31, 3:15))
�� Darkness and gloom (2:2)Darkness and gloom (2:2)

�� No one can endure it (2:11, cf. Malachi 3:2)No one can endure it (2:11, cf. Malachi 3:2)

�� Associated with clouds (2:2)Associated with clouds (2:2)

�� Cosmic signs (2:31, 3:15)Cosmic signs (2:31, 3:15)



Key Elements Key Elements –– Day of the LordDay of the Lord
11 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no 

need of anything to be written to you.  need of anything to be written to you.  22 For you yourselves For you yourselves 
know full well that know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a the day of the Lord will come just like a 
thief in the nightthief in the night.  .  33 While they are saying, "Peace and While they are saying, "Peace and 
safety!" then safety!" then destructiondestruction will come upon them suddenly like will come upon them suddenly like 
labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not 
escape.  escape.  44 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the 
day would overtake you day would overtake you like a thieflike a thief;  ;  55 for you are all sons of for you are all sons of 
light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darknesslight and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness……
99 For For God has not destined us for wrathGod has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining , but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ                         salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ                         
((1 Thessalonians 5:11 Thessalonians 5:1--99))
�� Comes like a thief (vv.2, 4)Comes like a thief (vv.2, 4)

�� Destruction (v.3)Destruction (v.3)

�� Believers are exempt from GodBelievers are exempt from God’’s wrath (vv.4, 9; cf. 1:10)s wrath (vv.4, 9; cf. 1:10)



Key Elements Key Elements –– Day of the LordDay of the Lord
1010 But But the day of the Lord will come like a thiefthe day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the , in which the 

heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyeddestroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be 
burned up.  burned up.  1111 Since all these things are to be Since all these things are to be destroyeddestroyed in this in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness,  godliness,  1212 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be God, because of which the heavens will be destroyeddestroyed by burning, by burning, 
and the elements will melt with intense heat!  and the elements will melt with intense heat!  1313 But according to But according to 
His promise we are looking for His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earthnew heavens and a new earth, in , in 
which righteousness dwells.  which righteousness dwells.  1414 Therefore, beloved, since Therefore, beloved, since you you 
look for these thingslook for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, , be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
spotless and blameless spotless and blameless ((2 Peter 3:102 Peter 3:10--1414))
�� Comes like a thief (v.10)Comes like a thief (v.10)

�� Destruction (vv.10Destruction (vv.10--12)12)

�� Will usher in new heavens and new earth (v.13)Will usher in new heavens and new earth (v.13)

�� Believers are to look for it (v.14)Believers are to look for it (v.14)



Key Elements Key Elements –– Day of the LordDay of the Lord
1212 The sixth angel The sixth angel poured out his bowlpoured out his bowl on the great river, the on the great river, the 

EuphratesEuphrates……1414 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 

which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them 

together for together for the war of the great day of Godthe war of the great day of God, the Almighty.  , the Almighty.  1515

("Behold, ("Behold, I am coming like a thiefI am coming like a thief. . Blessed is the one who stays Blessed is the one who stays 

awakeawake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about 

naked and men will not see his shame.")  naked and men will not see his shame.")  1616 And they gathered And they gathered 

them together to the place which in Hebrew is called them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarHar--

MagedonMagedon. . ((Revelation 16:12Revelation 16:12--1616))

�� Comes like a thief (v.15)Comes like a thief (v.15)

�� Destruction (v.12)Destruction (v.12)

�� Believers are to look for it (v.15)Believers are to look for it (v.15)

�� Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord”” (v.15, cf. 1 Thessalonians (v.15, cf. 1 Thessalonians 
2:8; Matthew 26:64; Psalm 96:13)2:8; Matthew 26:64; Psalm 96:13)



Key Elements Key Elements –– Day of the LordDay of the Lord

1.1. Darkness and gloomDarkness and gloom

2.2. No one can endure itNo one can endure it

3.3. Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord””

4.4. Associated with cloudsAssociated with clouds

5.5. Cosmic signsCosmic signs

6.6. Comes like a thiefComes like a thief

7.7. DestructionDestruction

8.8. Believers are exempt from GodBelievers are exempt from God’’s wraths wrath

9.9. Will usher in new heavens and new earthWill usher in new heavens and new earth

10.10. Believers are to look for itBelievers are to look for it



Relationship between Relationship between 

the Rapture and the the Rapture and the 

Day of the LordDay of the Lord



Rapture / Day of Lord Rapture / Day of Lord –– SimilaritiesSimilarities

1.1. Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord”” (i.e. (i.e. 

parousiaparousia))

2.2. Associated with clouds (i.e. Christ Associated with clouds (i.e. Christ ““coming coming 

with the cloudswith the clouds””))

�� See also Daniel 7:13See also Daniel 7:13--14 and Revelation 1:7 14 and Revelation 1:7 



Rapture / Day of Lord Rapture / Day of Lord –– DifferencesDifferences

Comes like a thief, earth Comes like a thief, earth 

destroyed, ushers in new destroyed, ushers in new 

heavens/earthheavens/earth

Resurrection of dead Resurrection of dead 

believers and those who are believers and those who are 

left alive will be left alive will be rapturedraptured

Cosmic signsCosmic signsTrumpet soundsTrumpet sounds

No one can endure it, No one can endure it, 

believers exempt from believers exempt from 

GodGod’’s wraths wrath

Pertains to believers being Pertains to believers being 

““gathered together with gathered together with 

HimHim””

Darkness and gloom and Darkness and gloom and 

destructiondestruction
Comfort and hope for Comfort and hope for 

believersbelievers

Day of the LordDay of the LordRaptureRapture

The rapture must either precede or initiate the Day of the Lord



Timing and Duration Timing and Duration 

of Day of the Lordof Day of the Lord



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & Duration Timing & Duration 

�� Most, if not all preMost, if not all pre--millennialistsmillennialists agree that the agree that the 

Day of the Lord is not a literal 24Day of the Lord is not a literal 24--hour dayhour day

�� If it is longer than a literal 24If it is longer than a literal 24--hour day, then hour day, then 

how long is it and when does it begin?how long is it and when does it begin?



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration

�� Some preSome pre--tribulationaliststribulationalists believe that the believe that the 

whole sevenwhole seven--year tribulation constitutes the year tribulation constitutes the 

Day of the Lord.Day of the Lord.

�� ““The arrival of the first seal judgment is also the The arrival of the first seal judgment is also the 

arrival of the day of the Lord.arrival of the day of the Lord.”” Robert Thomas, Robert Thomas, 

Four Views on the Book of RevelationFour Views on the Book of Revelation, , 

((ZondervanZondervan, 1998: Grand Rapids, MI), 196. , 1998: Grand Rapids, MI), 196. 



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration

�� Other preOther pre--tribulationaliststribulationalists and preand pre--

millennialistsmillennialists argue that the Day of the Lord argue that the Day of the Lord 

begins at the sixth seal.begins at the sixth seal.

�� ““The sixth seal will commence what the prophets The sixth seal will commence what the prophets 

call call ‘‘the Day of the Lord.the Day of the Lord.’’”” MacArthur, J. J. MacArthur, J. J. 

(1997, c1997). (1997, c1997). The MacArthur Study BibleThe MacArthur Study Bible

(electronic ed.) (Re 6:17). Nashville: Word Pub.(electronic ed.) (Re 6:17). Nashville: Word Pub.



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration

This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 

in the whole world as a testimony to all the in the whole world as a testimony to all the 

nations, and nations, and then the end will comethen the end will come. . 

((Matthew 24:14Matthew 24:14))

�� The Day of the Lord will not come until the gospel The Day of the Lord will not come until the gospel 

is preached in the whole world.is preached in the whole world.



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration
33 Let no one in any way deceive you, Let no one in any way deceive you, for [the Day of the for [the Day of the 

Lord] will not come unlessLord] will not come unless the apostasy comes first, the apostasy comes first, 
and the man of lawlessness is revealedand the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of , the son of 
destruction,  destruction,  44 who opposes and exalts himself above who opposes and exalts himself above 
every soevery so--called god or object of worship, called god or object of worship, so that he so that he 
takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself 
as being Godas being God.  .  55 Do you not remember that while I Do you not remember that while I 
was still with you, I was telling you these things?...was still with you, I was telling you these things?...88

Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord 
will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an 
end by the appearance of His coming;                        end by the appearance of His coming;                        
((2 Thessalonians 2:32 Thessalonians 2:3--88))
�� The Day of the Lord will not come until The Day of the Lord will not come until afterafter the midpoint the midpoint 
of the tribulation (Daniel 9:27)of the tribulation (Daniel 9:27)



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration

The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood 

beforebefore the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 

((Joel 2:31Joel 2:31))

�� The cosmic signs will come The cosmic signs will come beforebefore the Day of the Lord comesthe Day of the Lord comes

�� This implies that the sixth seal (This implies that the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12Revelation 6:12--1717) marks the ) marks the 

commencement of the Day of the Lordcommencement of the Day of the Lord

��
1515 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanderThen the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders s 

and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid 

themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  1616

and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us andand they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide hide 

us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from theus from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the

wrath of the Lamb;  wrath of the Lamb;  1717 for the great day of their wrath has comefor the great day of their wrath has come, and , and 

who is able to stand?"who is able to stand?" ((Revelation 6:15Revelation 6:15--1717))



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration
33 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him Him 

privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and 

what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the 
age?age?""……2727 "For just as the lightning comes from the east and "For just as the lightning comes from the east and 

flashes even to the west, flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man beso will the coming of the Son of Man be……
2929 "But "But immediately after the tribulation of those daysimmediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN THE SUN 

WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS 

LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.  powers of the heavens will be shaken.  3030 ""And then the sign of the And then the sign of the 

Son of Man will appear in the skySon of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the , and then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING SON OF MAN COMING 

ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great gloryON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory..

((Matthew 24:3, 27Matthew 24:3, 27--3030))

�� This passage is parallel to the sixth seal and is thus another This passage is parallel to the sixth seal and is thus another 
description of the commencement of the Day of the Lorddescription of the commencement of the Day of the Lord



Day of Lord Day of Lord –– Timing & DurationTiming & Duration

1.1. Day of the Lord is not a literal 24Day of the Lord is not a literal 24--hour day.hour day.

2.2. The Day of the Lord will not come until the The Day of the Lord will not come until the 
gospel is preached in the whole world.gospel is preached in the whole world.

3.3. The Day of the Lord will not come until after the The Day of the Lord will not come until after the 
midpoint of the tribulation.midpoint of the tribulation.

4.4. The cosmic signs will come before the Day of the The cosmic signs will come before the Day of the 
Lord comes.Lord comes.

5.5. The sixth seal (The sixth seal (Revelation 6:12Revelation 6:12--1717) marks the ) marks the 
commencement of the Day of the Lord.commencement of the Day of the Lord.



End Time Events Per JesusEnd Time Events Per Jesus

1.1. Beginning of Birth PangsBeginning of Birth Pangs

�� But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. ((Matthew Matthew 

24:824:8))

2.2. TribulationTribulation

�� Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, anThen they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be d you will be 

hated by all nations because of My name.hated by all nations because of My name. ((Matthew 24:9Matthew 24:9))

3.3. Great TribulationGreat Tribulation

�� For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occuFor then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since rred since 

the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. ((Matthew 24:21Matthew 24:21))

4.4. Day of the LordDay of the Lord

�� "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WIL"But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE L BE 

DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE 

STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens willSTARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be be 

shaken.  shaken.  ((Matthew 24:29Matthew 24:29))



Timing of the RaptureTiming of the Rapture



What About Matthew 24:31?What About Matthew 24:31?

3030 "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 

sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 

they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE 

CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 3131

"And He will send forth His angels with "And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT A GREAT 

TRUMPETTRUMPET and THEY WILL and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His GATHER TOGETHER His 

electelect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the 

other.other. ((Matthew 24:30Matthew 24:30--3131))

�� Can this passage be referring to the rapture?Can this passage be referring to the rapture?

�� LetLet’’s examine it in light of the key elements of the rapture s examine it in light of the key elements of the rapture 

that we enumerated earlier. that we enumerated earlier. 



Rapture Elements & Matthew 24:31?Rapture Elements & Matthew 24:31?

1.1. Comfort and hope for believersComfort and hope for believers

2.2. Associated with the Associated with the ““coming of the Lordcoming of the Lord””

3.3. Trumpet soundsTrumpet sounds

4.4. Resurrection of dead believers Resurrection of dead believers 

5.5. Those who are left alive will be Those who are left alive will be rapturedraptured

6.6. Jesus will be Jesus will be ““in the cloudsin the clouds””

7.7. Pertains to believers being Pertains to believers being ““gathered together gathered together 
with Himwith Him””

Yes

Yes

Yes

Implied

Yes

Yes

Yes



Further Proof Further Proof –– Matthew 24 RaptureMatthew 24 Rapture

2727 "Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A "Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A 
CLOUD with power and great glory.  CLOUD with power and great glory.  2828 "But when "But when 
these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift 
up your heads, because up your heads, because your redemption is drawing your redemption is drawing 
nearnear."." ((Luke 21:27Luke 21:27--2828))

�� Parallel passage to Matthew 24Parallel passage to Matthew 24

�� The LordThe Lord’’s s ““year of redemptionyear of redemption”” in in Isaiah 63:4Isaiah 63:4 is clearly is clearly 
linked to the Day of the Lord.linked to the Day of the Lord.

�� The The ““day of redemptionday of redemption”” in Ephesians 1:14 and 4:30 is in Ephesians 1:14 and 4:30 is 
clearly linked to glorification, which happens at the clearly linked to glorification, which happens at the 
rapture per 1 Corinthians 15.rapture per 1 Corinthians 15.



Further Proof Further Proof –– Matthew 24 RaptureMatthew 24 Rapture

11 After this I saw four After this I saw four angelsangels standing at the four corners of standing at the four corners of 
the earth, holding back the the earth, holding back the four windsfour winds of the earthof the earth……99

After these things I looked, and behold, After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude a great multitude 
which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes 
and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lambbefore the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm , clothed in white robes, and palm 
branches were in their handsbranches were in their hands……1414 I said to him, "My lord, I said to him, "My lord, 
you know." And he said to me, "you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who These are the ones who 
come out of the great tribulationcome out of the great tribulation, and they have washed , and they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
((Revelation 7:1, 9, 14Revelation 7:1, 9, 14))

�� Angels gathered the elect from the four winds in Matthew 24Angels gathered the elect from the four winds in Matthew 24

�� This is the church This is the church –– rapturedraptured right after the great tribulationright after the great tribulation



Further Proof Further Proof –– Matthew 24 RaptureMatthew 24 Rapture

1.1. 1 Thessalonians 4:131 Thessalonians 4:13--5:115:11 refers to one eventrefers to one event
�� 4:134:13--18 speaks about the rapture18 speaks about the rapture

�� 5:15:1--3 speaks about the Day of the Lord3 speaks about the Day of the Lord

�� 5:45:4--11 again speaks about the rapture11 again speaks about the rapture

2.2. 2 Thessalonians 2:12 Thessalonians 2:1--88 refers to one eventrefers to one event
�� 2:1 speaks about the rapture2:1 speaks about the rapture

�� 2:22:2--8 speaks about the Day of the Lord8 speaks about the Day of the Lord

3.3. 1 Corinthians 15:231 Corinthians 15:23--2424 refers to one eventrefers to one event
��

2323 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after 
that that those who are Christ's at His comingthose who are Christ's at His coming,  ,  2424 then comes then comes 
the endthe end



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

1.1. ObjectionObjection: Matthew 24:31 only mentions six : Matthew 24:31 only mentions six 

of the seven key rapture elements.                  of the seven key rapture elements.                  

AnswerAnswer: 1 Thessalonians 4 also only mentions : 1 Thessalonians 4 also only mentions 

six of the seven, while 1 Corinthians 15 six of the seven, while 1 Corinthians 15 

mentions only five and 2 Thessalonians 2:1 mentions only five and 2 Thessalonians 2:1 

mentions only two.mentions only two.



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

2.2. ObjectionObjection: 1 Thessalonians 4 speaks of : 1 Thessalonians 4 speaks of 

believers meeting Jesus in the air, while believers meeting Jesus in the air, while 

Matthew 24:31 speaks of angels gathering the Matthew 24:31 speaks of angels gathering the 

elect. elect. 

AnswerAnswer: Jesus sends the angels to bring the : Jesus sends the angels to bring the 

elect to Him.  He is obviously there in the elect to Him.  He is obviously there in the 

clouds (v.30), just as he had promised to return clouds (v.30), just as he had promised to return 

for the church (Acts 1:9for the church (Acts 1:9--11).11).



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

3.3. ObjectionObjection: Matthew 24:31 refers to the : Matthew 24:31 refers to the 

beginning of the millennium. beginning of the millennium. 

AnswerAnswer: This is not the same as the sheep and : This is not the same as the sheep and 

goats judgment.  The sheep and goats goats judgment.  The sheep and goats 

judgment describes both believers and judgment describes both believers and 

unbelievers being gathered before Christ.  unbelievers being gathered before Christ.  

Additionally, preAdditionally, pre--tribtrib folks frequently use folks frequently use 

Matthew 24:36 as a proofMatthew 24:36 as a proof--text for an imminent text for an imminent 

rapture.rapture.



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

4.4. ObjectionObjection: The analogy to Noah: The analogy to Noah’’s day speaks of s day speaks of 

carrying people away to judgment. carrying people away to judgment. 

AnswerAnswer: Verse 31 makes it clear that : Verse 31 makes it clear that the electthe elect are the are the 

ones who will be snatched up and gathered together ones who will be snatched up and gathered together 

by the angels.  Of course, if the rapture happens in by the angels.  Of course, if the rapture happens in 

conjunction with the Day of the Lord, unbelievers conjunction with the Day of the Lord, unbelievers 

will also be carried away in judgment as part of the will also be carried away in judgment as part of the 

same event.  Grammatically, the verb for same event.  Grammatically, the verb for ““takingtaking”” in in 

vv.40vv.40--41 is also used in John 14:3 to refer to the 41 is also used in John 14:3 to refer to the 

rapture.  The verb rapture.  The verb ““tooktook”” in v.39 is a different word.in v.39 is a different word.



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

5.5. ObjectionObjection: Matthew 24 applies to Israel, not the : Matthew 24 applies to Israel, not the 
church. church. 

AnswerAnswer: This is not exegetically feasible.: This is not exegetically feasible.
�� Mark 13:11 Mark 13:11 –– ““not you speaking, but the Holy Spiritnot you speaking, but the Holy Spirit”” –– He He 

is talking to the church, not unsaved Israel.is talking to the church, not unsaved Israel.

�� In Matthew 24, In Matthew 24, ““youyou”” is the same is the same ““youyou”” as in Mark 13 and as in Mark 13 and 
Luke 21, which are Gentile gospels.Luke 21, which are Gentile gospels.

�� The Great commission and the upper room discourse were The Great commission and the upper room discourse were 
given to the same group of people as the Olivet discourse.given to the same group of people as the Olivet discourse.

�� Why would the disciples understand Israel to be the Why would the disciples understand Israel to be the ““electelect””
when Jesus just said the kingdom would be taken from when Jesus just said the kingdom would be taken from 
them (Matthew 21:43)?them (Matthew 21:43)?

�� See also 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 3:11See also 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 3:11--13, 5:23; Hebrews 13, 5:23; Hebrews 
10:3610:36--37; James 5:737; James 5:7--9; 1 John 2:28; Malachi 4:19; 1 John 2:28; Malachi 4:1--55



Objections Objections –– Matthew 24:31?Matthew 24:31?

6.6. ObjectionObjection: This passage speaks of : This passage speaks of aa rapture, rapture, 

but not but not thethe rapture.  This is a different rapture rapture.  This is a different rapture 

than that described in 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 than that described in 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 

Corinthians 15.Corinthians 15.

AnswerAnswer: There is no scriptural evidence to : There is no scriptural evidence to 

support such a position.  We have no support such a position.  We have no 

scriptural warrant for assuming that there is scriptural warrant for assuming that there is 

any more than one rapture.any more than one rapture.



Timing of the RaptureTiming of the Rapture

1.1. The The ““coming of the Lord on cloudscoming of the Lord on clouds”” (i.e. (i.e. 

parousiaparousia) is ) is oneone series of eventsseries of events called called ““the Day the Day 

of the Lord,of the Lord,”” containing both the rapture and containing both the rapture and 

the final judgment.the final judgment.

2.2. The coming of the Day of the Lord will be The coming of the Day of the Lord will be 

signaled by cosmic signssignaled by cosmic signs..

3.3. Therefore, Therefore, the rapture initiates the Day of the the rapture initiates the Day of the 

Lord.Lord.



ConclusionConclusion



ConclusionConclusion

1.1. PrePre--tribulationaltribulational positionposition

�� Either: (1) Correctly accepts that the rapture initiates the DayEither: (1) Correctly accepts that the rapture initiates the Day of of 

the Lord but wrongly assigns the Day of the Lord before the the Lord but wrongly assigns the Day of the Lord before the 

midpoint of the tribulation (Robert Thomas) or, (2) Wrongly midpoint of the tribulation (Robert Thomas) or, (2) Wrongly 

divides the rapture and Day of the Lord (MacArthur).divides the rapture and Day of the Lord (MacArthur).

2.2. MidMid--tribulationaltribulational positionposition

�� Wrongly assigns the rapture before the cosmic signs Wrongly assigns the rapture before the cosmic signs 

3.3. PrePre--wrath positionwrath position

�� Scripturally plausible if seals, trumpets, and bowls are sequentScripturally plausible if seals, trumpets, and bowls are sequentialial

4.4. PostPost--tribulationaltribulational positionposition

�� Scripturally plausible if seals, trumpets, and bowls are paralleScripturally plausible if seals, trumpets, and bowls are parallel l 

So which one is correct?



Evidence for PostEvidence for Post--TribTrib RaptureRapture

1.1. 66thth seal, 7seal, 7thth trumpet and 7trumpet and 7thth bowl are the same eventbowl are the same event

�� All three have a great earthquake (Revelation 6:12, 11:13All three have a great earthquake (Revelation 6:12, 11:13--
19, 16:18 all depict the fulfillment of Ezekiel 38:1919, 16:18 all depict the fulfillment of Ezekiel 38:19--23)23)

�� The 6The 6thth seal immediately precedes Armageddon per Joel seal immediately precedes Armageddon per Joel 
3:93:9--16, which is parallel to Revelation 14:1016, which is parallel to Revelation 14:10--2020

�� 77thth trumpet announces the kingdom and reign of Christtrumpet announces the kingdom and reign of Christ
�� Accomplishes GodAccomplishes God’’s mystery (Revelation 10:7), which is s mystery (Revelation 10:7), which is 

announced in a major rapture passage (1 Corinthians 15:51announced in a major rapture passage (1 Corinthians 15:51--52)52)

�� 77thth bowl announces bowl announces ““the cup of the wine of His fierce the cup of the wine of His fierce 
wrathwrath””
�� Parallel to Isaiah 63:2Parallel to Isaiah 63:2--6, which speaks of the 6, which speaks of the ““year of year of 

redemptionredemption”” referred to in Lukereferred to in Luke’’s rapture passage (21:28)s rapture passage (21:28)

�� Parallel to Revelation 14:19Parallel to Revelation 14:19--20, 16:19, 19:1120, 16:19, 19:11--21 (Armageddon)21 (Armageddon)



Evidence for PostEvidence for Post--TribTrib RaptureRapture



Evidence for PostEvidence for Post--TribTrib RaptureRapture

2.2. Revelation 20:4Revelation 20:4--6 states that the first resurrection 6 states that the first resurrection 
occurs shortly before the millennial kingdomoccurs shortly before the millennial kingdom

3.3. The rapture most likely is in view when the two The rapture most likely is in view when the two 
witnesses ascend to heaven (Revelation 11:12) witnesses ascend to heaven (Revelation 11:12) 

4.4. The rapture is most likely depicted by the marriage The rapture is most likely depicted by the marriage 
supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1, 6supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1, 6--9)9)

5.5. Daniel 12:1Daniel 12:1--2 clearly indicates a post2 clearly indicates a post--tribulationaltribulational
rapturerapture

6.6. Five times in JohnFive times in John’’s gospel, Jesus says He will raise s gospel, Jesus says He will raise 
believers on the believers on the ““last daylast day”” (6:39, 40, 44, 55; 11:54)(6:39, 40, 44, 55; 11:54)



Evidence for PostEvidence for Post--TribTrib RaptureRapture

7.7. The ascension of the two witnesses to heaven in a The ascension of the two witnesses to heaven in a 

cloud most likely is a reference to a postcloud most likely is a reference to a post--

tribulationaltribulational rapture (Revelation 11:11rapture (Revelation 11:11--19), since it 19), since it 

happens at the time of the 7happens at the time of the 7thth trumpet.trumpet.

8.8. The sun and moon are darkened during the 6The sun and moon are darkened during the 6thth seal, seal, 

and there is specific mention in Revelation 21:23 and there is specific mention in Revelation 21:23 

that that ““the city has no need of the sun or of the moon the city has no need of the sun or of the moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, 

and its lamp is the Lamband its lamp is the Lamb””..



Evidence for PostEvidence for Post--TribTrib RaptureRapture

9.9. 33 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brethrenbrethren, as is only fitting, as is only fitting……for your perseverance and for your perseverance and 
faith faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions 
which you endurewhich you endure…… 66 For after all it is only just for For after all it is only just for God God 
to repay with affliction those who afflict youto repay with affliction those who afflict you,  ,  77 andand to give to give 
relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the 
Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels in flaming fireangels in flaming fire,  ,  88 dealing out retribution to those dealing out retribution to those 
who do not know God and to those who do not obey the who do not know God and to those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus.  gospel of our Lord Jesus.  99 These will pay the penalty of These will pay the penalty of 
eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of His power,  and from the glory of His power,  1010 when He comes to be when He comes to be 
glorified in His saints on that dayglorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at , and to be marveled at 
among all who have believedamong all who have believed---- for our testimony to you for our testimony to you 
was believed. was believed. ((2 Thessalonians 1:32 Thessalonians 1:3--10)10)



Questions?Questions?


