
 

 

 

Ephesians 5:22-6:9: God-Honoring Relationships – Part 2 
God’s Word to Husbands (5:22-33) 
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I. Husbands are called to love their wives (v. 25) 

A. The first/foremost duty of the husband to his wife is love (cf. v. 33) 

B. Note that all men are not called to love all women (cf. vv. 28, 33) 

C. As Christ to the church, husbands are to love their wives unselfishly (v. 25) 

 

II. Husbands are called to love their wives sacrificially (v. 25) – cf. 5:2, 4:19 

 

III. Husbands are called to love their wives spiritually (vv. 26-27) 

A. The goal is the wife’s sanctification (v. 27).  See also 1:4; Colossians 1:22, 28. 

B. “In Ephesians, it is clear that the husband is called to be the priest of the home.  The man is 

responsible for the spiritual well-being of his wife.  Her sanctification is his responsibility…a 

responsibility for which every husband will be accountable.  The priestly role of the husband is not 

optional but mandatory…So the husband is called to change his wife…toward a higher conformity to 

the image of Christ.  We should seek to present our wives to Christ as holy and blameless, being 

without spot or wrinkle!”
1
 

 

IV. Husbands are called to love their wives selflessly (vv. 28-33)  

A. The husband is to nourish (i.e., feed, bring to maturity) and cherish (warm, comfort) his wife (v. 29).   

B. See also 6:4; Colossians 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:7; 1 Peter 3:7. 

 

V. Application: 

A. What are some ways in which husbands abuse their leadership role?  How can a Christ-honoring 

husband avoid these roadblocks to love?  

B. What are some practical ways in which a husband can love his wife sacrificially and spiritually, while 

nourishing and cherishing her?  How can wives help their husbands? 

                                                
1 R.C. Sproul, The Intimate Marriage: A Practical Guide to Building a Great Marriage, (Phillipsburg, NJ.: P&R 

Publishing, 1975), 58-59. 


