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I. Parents are not to provoke their children to anger 

A. This applies to both parents (the Greek word is translated as “parents” in Hebrews 11:23). 

B. In the parallel passage, Colossians 3:21, parents are told, “do not exasperate your children.”   

1. Note the reason given for the command “so that they will not lose heart.”   

2. Compare to Hannah (1 Samuel 1:1-7). 

C. In the Septuagint (a.k.a. LXX, Greek OT), the word for “exasperate” connotes someone who is 

“contentious” (Deut. 21:20) and provokes anger through words (Proverbs 19:7, 25:23).   

1. Contrast this with the models given in 1 Thessalonians 2:4-12; 1 Timothy 3:4, 12; 5:9-15; Titus 

1:6, 2:3-5. 

2. In the pagan world of Paul’s day, and even in many Jewish households, most fathers ruled their 

families with rigid and domineering authority. The desires and welfare of wives and children 

were seldom considered. The apostle makes clear that a Christian father’s authority over his 

children does not allow for unreasonable demands and strictures that might drive his children to 

anger, despair, and resentment.
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3. How can parents keep their attitudes in check while administering correction/discipline? 

 

II. Parents are to bring up their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord 

A. Three key terms: 

1. The term “bring up” indicates nourishment and tender care (cf. 5:29). 

2. The term “discipline” indicates training (2 Timothy 3:16) and/or discipline (Hebrews 12:5-11) 

3. The term “instruction” indicates instruction (Deut. 6:4-9; 1 Cor. 10:11) and/or admonition (Titus 

3:10) 

B. What do we learn about discipline from Proverbs 13:24?  How important is it to lovingly administer 

discipline?   

C. How can having a vision for your child to become a godly adult impact your ability to bring up your 

children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord on a daily basis? 
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