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Religion Gone Wrong 
John 2:13-25 

 

I. The Need for Right Worship (vv. 13-17) 

A. This account of Jesus cleansing the temple is the first account of two.  This one happened 

during the Passover early in Christ’s ministry (v. 13).
1
  The second account happened during 

“Holy Week”, i.e., the last week of His life (cf. Matthew 21:10-17).
2
 

B. By cleansing the temple, Jesus showed prophetic zeal for the house of God (2:17, which 

quotes Psalm 69:9) and in particular, the worship that was to take place there.
3
  For what 

reasons should we desire to grow in zeal for the house of God?  How can we do so? 

C. The sin of the Jews that angered Jesus was disrupting and commercializing worship in the 

temple courts by turning it into a place of business instead of a house of prayer (vv. 14-16). 

1. Jesus’s words, “How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” (NIV) express 

staunch disapproval with the desecration of the holy in the name of convenience. 

2. What implications can we draw from this with regard to how we conduct ourselves in 

worship?  In what ways should our church services be fundamentally different from the 

world?  How important is it to worship rightly according to God’s Word? 

 

II. The Need for the Right Temple (vv. 18-22) 

A. The Jews, as usual, skeptically asked for a sign (v. 18; cf. 6:30; 1 Corinthians 1:22-24).
4
  

The irony is that signs were given so that people would believe (20:30-31). 

1. They manifested His glory (2:11) 

2. People recognized the uniqueness of Christ as a result (3:2; 9:16; 12:18) 

3. For some, His signs made them want to kill Him (11:47) 

4. Because of His signs, a large crowd followed Him (6:2), and identified Him as the 

Prophet to come (6:14) 

5. Many believed as a result (2:23; 7:31), yet Jesus saw their hearts (2:24; 6:26) 

6. Jesus rebuked them for not believing without signs (4:48), and, at the end of the day, 

they saw many signs and still did not believe (12:37) 

                                                 
1
 This Passover was the first of three John mentions (cf. 6:4; 11:55) during the public ministry of Jesus, which 

is the major consideration in determining the length of Jesus’ public ministry. 
2
 Matthew 21:10-17  When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"  

11
 And 

the crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee."  
12

 And Jesus entered the temple and 

drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

seats of those who were selling doves.  
13

 And He said to them, "It is written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 

HOUSE OF PRAYER'; but you are making it a ROBBERS' DEN." … 
3
 Psalm 69:9  For zeal for Your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have 

fallen on me. 
4
 1 Corinthians 1:22-24  For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  

23
 but we preach Christ 

crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  
24

 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
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B. The Jews wanted to know by what authority Christ cleared the temple (v. 18).   

1. His answer made it clear that He stands on the authority of His own Resurrection (cf. 

Romans 1:4; Acts 17:31).
5
  What does this imply for us (1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:43; 

Ephesians 1:18-21)?
6
   

2. Christ declared the temple to be the house of God (vv. 16-17) and Himself to be the 

temple (vv. 19-21; cf. 1:14).  The New Testament writers extend this by proclaiming that 

Christ’s body, the church, is the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Ephesians 

2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5; Hebrews 3:6).
7
 

3. In what ways should our union with Christ encourage and embolden us to live 

confidently? 

C. It appears as if no one understood Christ’s words when He spoke them. 

1. The disciples remembered and understood Christ words and the Scriptures after He was 

raised from the dead (v. 22).  Perhaps Psalm 16:10 was one of the passages in view.
8
  

How does this fact speak to our reliance on the Holy Spirit working through the Word of 

God?  What dangers do we face by ignoring Word or Spirit or separating the two? 

2. The unbelieving Jews misunderstood Christ’s metaphorical statement by taking Him 

literally when He intended to be understood symbolically.
9
  They later sought to use this 

misunderstanding against Him to have Him put to death (cf. Matthew 26:59-61).
10

  What 

are some helpful steps we can take to avoid misunderstanding others? 

                                                 
5
 Romans 1:4  who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to 

the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  Acts 17:30-31  … God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere 

should repent,  
31

 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom 

He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 
6
 1 Corinthians 6:14  Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.  1 

Corinthians 15:43  it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  Ephesians 

1:18-21  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, 

what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
19

 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power 

toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  
20

 which He brought 

about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  
21

 far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. 
7
 1 Corinthians 3:16  Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  

1 Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 

from God, and that you are not your own?  Ephesians 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 

are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  
20

 having been built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  
21

 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is 

growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  
22

 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 

Spirit.  1 Peter 2:4-5  And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and 

precious in the sight of God,  
5
 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 3:6  but Christ was faithful as a Son over 

His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 
8
 Psalm 16:10  For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo 

decay. 
9
 This was not the only time they did so.  See also 3:3–8; 4:10–15; 4:31–38; 6:47–58; 7:33–36; 8:21–30; 8:31–

47; 8:56–58; 11:11–15. 
10

 Matthew 26:59-61  Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony 

against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death.  
60

 They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came 

forward. But later on two came forward,  
61

 and said, "This man stated, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 

rebuild it in three days.'" 
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III. The Need for the Right Faith (vv. 23-25) 

A. There is a play on words here (vv. 23-24) – many believed in Him, but He did not entrust 

Himself to (literally believe in) them (same Greek word is used) 

1. Here, we have divine commentary indicating that some who outwardly professed faith in 

Jesus did not truly possess what they professed.  The word “believe” here rightly 

describes their outward profession; it is not mean to imply true, saving faith (cf. 1:12).  

These people believed in Jesus as miracle worker but not Lord and Savior.  Their faith 

consisted of, at most, knowledge and assent, but not trust (cf. James 2:19).
11

  In what 

ways ought we to be encouraged to evaluate our own faith (cf. 2 Corinthians 13:5)?
12

 

2. Since we cannot see the heart, God has given the church the “keys to the kingdom” to 

(Matthew 16:19; 18:15-22).
13

  How can we keep a proper balance in assuming whether a 

person is or is not saved? 

B. Because He is God, Jesus knows the hearts of all people (cf. Psalm 94:11).
14

  This truth is 

illustrated in His following meetings with Nicodemus (3:1-21), the woman at the well (4:4-

26), and the invalid at the pool of Bethesda (5:1-15).  How are you encouraged by the fact 

that Christ knows all things? 

                                                 
11

 James 2:19  You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
12

 2 Corinthians 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not 

recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test? 
13

 Matthew 16:19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall 

have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven."  Matthew 18:15-22  "If 

your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.  
16

 "But if he 

does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES 

EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.  
17

 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to 

listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
18

 "Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on 

earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.  
19

 "Again I 

say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father 

who is in heaven.  
20

 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst."  
21

 Then 

Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  
22

 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 
14

 Psalm 94:11  The LORD knows the thoughts of man … 


