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VI. The Sign of the Covenant Applied to Infants 

A. Membership in the Abrahamic and New Covenants 

1. In the Abrahamic Covenant, the infant children of believers were placed under the 

obligations of the Covenant (Genesis 17:9)22 and received the sign of the Covenant 

(Genesis 17:10-12a)23 

a. These children, who were outwardly associated with and under the obligations of 

the Covenant (i.e., part of the visible church) became true Covenant members (i.e., 

part of the invisible church) through faith (Romans 4:11-12; 9:6; 2:28-29)24 

b. Thus, covenant children were to receive the sign of the Covenant (a seal of the 

righteousness received by faith) before they actually possessed faith (Genesis 17:12a).  

So, for all children born of believing parents, the sign/seal of true covenant 

membership through faith preceded the reality of what it represented.25 

2. As an everlasting covenant (Genesis 17:7)26, the Abrahamic Covenant has not be nullified 

or set aside but brought to fullness through Christ in the New Covenant.   

a. The promise of the Abrahamic Covenant (i.e., “I will be their God”) is fulfilled in the 

New Covenant to the Church (Genesis 17:8; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Hebrews 8:10)27 

b. Those in the NT Church are Abraham’s descendants (Galatians 3:29) 

c. As they have always been through redemptive history, the children of believers remain 

included in God’s covenant community in the NT era (see section V above) 

  

                                                                                                                                                                     
in the OT: 2 Chronicles 31:18  The genealogical enrollment included all their little children, their wives, their sons and 

their daughters, for the whole assembly, for they consecrated themselves faithfully in holiness (cf. Judges 13:7).] 
22 Genesis 17:9  God said further to Abraham, "Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations. 
23 Genesis 17:10-12a  "This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants 

after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.  11 "And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and 

it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you.  12 "And every male among you who is eight days old shall be 

circumcised throughout your generations 
24 Romans 4:11-12  and [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that 

righteousness might be credited to them,  12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, 

but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.  Romans 9:6  But 

it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;  Romans 2:28-29  

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a Jew who is 

one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, 

but from God. 
25 The children were to receive the sign, even if they would never receive that which it signified.  For example, 

Abraham circumcised Ishmael after he was told that he would not be a part of the covenant (Genesis 17:15-27). 
26 Genesis 17:7  I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you 
27 Genesis 17:8  I will give to you and to your descendants after you … and I will be their God.  2 Corinthians 

6:16  … For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG 

THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  Hebrews 8:10  FOR THIS IS THE 

COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I 

WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE 

THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 
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B. The Sign of the Abrahamic and New Covenants 

1. The NT indicates that the original sign of the “everlasting covenant” (i.e., circumcision) 

has been superseded by a new sign, baptism. 

2. Baptism and circumcision share a common identity, purpose, and recipients 

a. The descendants of Abraham (i.e., the circumcised) in the New Covenant are defined 

as those who have been baptized into Christ and belong to Him (Galatians 3:27, 29)28 

b. Baptism functions as the circumcision of the New Covenant (cf. Colossians 2:11-12)29  

c. Those baptized into the church are part of the “true circumcision” (Philippians 3:3)30 

3. Circumcision was a spiritual sign which signified spiritual blessings and pointed to faith 

and repentance.  Baptism fulfills and perpetuates the significance of circumcision by 

picturing the same blessings. 

Blessing Signified Circumcision Baptism 

Covenant relationship with God 

and inclusion among His people 

Genesis 17:7, 11 Acts 2:38-42;  

1 Corinthians 12:12-

1331 

Cleansing and heart renewal (i.e., 

regeneration) 

Jeremiah 4:4, 14; 

Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; 

Romans 2:28-2932 

Titus 3:5-633 

The removal of sin Colossians 2:11 Acts 2:38; 22:1634 

Justification by faith Romans 4:11-12 Galatians 3:27, 29 

 

                                                 
28 Galatians 3:27, 29  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  29 And 

if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise. 
29 Colossians 2:11-12  and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the 

removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you 

were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
30 Philippians 3:3  for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus 

and put no confidence in the flesh, 
31 Acts 2:38-42  Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 "For the promise is for you and your children 

and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself."  40 And with many other words he solemnly 

testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!"  41 So then, those who had 

received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.  42 They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  1 Corinthians 

12:12-13  For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are 

many, are one body, so also is Christ.  13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
32 Deuteronomy 10:16  So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.   Deuteronomy 30:6  

Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. 
33 Titus 3:5-6  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior 
34 Acts 22:16  'Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.' 


